JEREMY TEDESCO

Jeremy Tedesco is Senior Counsel, Senior Vice President
of Corporate Engagement for Alliance Defending Freedom.
Tedesco is a leading voice in highlighting threats that
major corporations pose to the fundamental freedoms of
every American.

While calling attention to these threats—which include
the censorial aims of ESG, discriminatory DE&I policies,
religious and political de-banking and more—Tedesco
seeks to provide major corporations an off-ramp from
woke corporatism by adopting policies that respect
customers, shareholders, and employees at America’s
top companies.

Viewpoint Diversity Score Business Index

Tedesco, whose two-decade career in First Amendment
litigation includes participating in three victories at the U.S.
Supreme Court, spearheaded the launch of the Viewpoint
Diversity Score Business Index in 2022. The premier
benchmark for measuring corporate respect for free
speech and religious freedom, the Business Index scored
75 publicly traded corporations across 43 performance
indicators in its second year (2023) and is scheduled to
launch its third-year report in the Spring of 2024. (Media
coverage: The Washington Times, The Washington
Examiner, The Kevin Roberts Show, The Daily Wire)

Shareholder Engagement

Leveraging findings of the Index, Tedesco and his team
at ADF are regularly involved in supporting shareholder
proposals aimed at preventing viewpoint discrimination
and providing much-needed transparency into decision-
making at Big Tech and financial services corporations
like Apple, JPMorgan Chase, and PayPal. (Media coverage:
Reuters, Fox Business, The Epoch Times, WORLD, The Daily

Signal)

Political and Religious De-banking

Tedesco and his team are also on the forefront of
countering a dangerous trend of political and religious
de-banking at major financial institutions. In early 2024,
Tedesco testified before the U.S. House Subcommittee
on the Weaponization of the Federal Government
following revelations that the federal government had
warned major banks that ADF was a potential “domestic
terrorist” group. After Bank of America canceled ADF
client Indigenous Advance Ministries’ account in 2023,
Tedesco's team successfully advocated for Tennessee’s
first-of-its-kind consumer protection bill that prohibits big
banks from canceling accounts based on constitutionally
protected speech and religious exercise. (Media coverage:
The Daily Mail, Fox News, The Epoch Times, The Christian
Post, The Daily Wire, The Washington Times)

Quotes from Jeremy Tedesco:

* ESG: ‘ES.G. [is] really just the progressive
political agenda packaged for Corporate
America. The problem is when corporations
adopt that agenda it has enormous
consequences for our society, for our civil
liberties, [and] for our freedom.” (Capitol Record
with David Bahnsen)

De-banking: “Americans should not have to
fear losing their bank accounts because of
their political or religious beliefs. Yet instances
of banks canceling accounts due to people's
speech or religion appear to be on the rise.” (The

Daily Mail)

Proxy advisory services and ESG: “When
publicly traded companies are called out
for embracing ESG, they claim they are just
listening to their shareholders, but because of
the vast influence [proxy agents] exercise over
how shares are voted, ISS and Glass Lewis's
biased voting standards result in a one-way
conversation. These firms support a vast
majority of left-of-center, pro-ESG shareholder
proposals and effectively block proposals
from conservative shareholders seeking to
hold companies accountable for the anti-free
speech and anti-religious behavior that ESG

demands.” (The Epoch Times)
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» Wall Street Journal: Companies Flunk
Free Speech
Wall Street Journal: Cancel Culture
Targets Charity
Townhall: America's Largest Corporations Are
Contributing to Our Censorship Problem
Law and Liberty: The Moral Duties of Business
The Hill: Big Brother, Big Banks censorship
collusion should concern every American
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The Daily Wire: SNI's Trump ‘De-Banking’ Gaff
Accidentally Elevates Hot Button Issue

A« FREEDOM


https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2022/may/29/conservatives-seek-to-hold-woke-companies-accounta/
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2022/may/29/conservatives-seek-to-hold-woke-companies-accounta/
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/?p=1915594
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/?p=1915594
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/?p=1915594
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iKJE3cjb5mA
https://www.dailywire.com/news/woke-corporations-really-hate-diversity-of-thought-new-viewpoint-diversity-score-reveals
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/sustainable-finance-newsletter-china-2-175901139.html
https://www.foxbusiness.com/fox-news-us/sec-sides-activist-shareholders-fight-apple-free-speech-resolution
https://www.theepochtimes.com/article/apple-shareholders-demand-answers-about-alleged-political-religious-censorship-5559267
https://wng.org/roundups/sec-rules-in-favor-of-conservative-apple-investors-1704823534
https://www.dailysignal.com/2024/01/04/sec-sides-with-christian-groups-over-apple-on-access-to-apps/
https://www.dailysignal.com/2024/01/04/sec-sides-with-christian-groups-over-apple-on-access-to-apps/
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/yourmoney/banking/article-12417653/Debanking-row-breaks-Bank-America-shuts-account-ultra-conservative-Christian-charity-serves-impoverished-Ugandans.html
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/christian-nonprofit-claims-debanked-bank-america-religious-views
https://www.theepochtimes.com/article/christian-ministry-files-consumer-complaint-against-bank-of-america-5479269
https://www.christianpost.com/news/bank-of-america-cancels-accounts-for-ugandan-outreach-ministry.html
https://www.christianpost.com/news/bank-of-america-cancels-accounts-for-ugandan-outreach-ministry.html
https://www.dailywire.com/news/religious-liberty-advocates-warn-tennessee-lawmakers-about-dangers-of-politically-motivated-de-banking
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2024/mar/8/list-of-hate-groups-sent-to-banks-by-biden-adminis/
https://www.nationalreview.com/podcasts/capital-record/diversity-and-the-gatekeepers/
https://www.nationalreview.com/podcasts/capital-record/diversity-and-the-gatekeepers/
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/yourmoney/banking/article-12417653/Debanking-row-breaks-Bank-America-shuts-account-ultra-conservative-Christian-charity-serves-impoverished-Ugandans.html
https://www.theepochtimes.com/business/conservative-investors-tell-proxy-agents-they-want-their-voices-heard-in-corporate-votes-5539908
https://www.foxnews.com/video/6348387569112
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3MpGaSUW0E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-5Z_eXkHxP4
https://www.wsj.com/articles/companies-flunk-free-speech-viewpoint-diversity-index-twitter-meta-bank-of-america-first-amendment-investing-11653510118
https://www.wsj.com/articles/companies-flunk-free-speech-viewpoint-diversity-index-twitter-meta-bank-of-america-first-amendment-investing-11653510118
https://www.wsj.com/articles/companies-flunk-free-speech-viewpoint-diversity-index-twitter-meta-bank-of-america-first-amendment-investing-11653510118
https://www.wsj.com/articles/companies-flunk-free-speech-viewpoint-diversity-index-twitter-meta-bank-of-america-first-amendment-investing-11653510118
https://www.wsj.com/articles/cancel-culture-targets-charity-donors-nonprofit-causes-free-association-censorship-unmasking-fidelity-philanthropy-privacy-first-amendment-11642524384
https://www.wsj.com/articles/cancel-culture-targets-charity-donors-nonprofit-causes-free-association-censorship-unmasking-fidelity-philanthropy-privacy-first-amendment-11642524384
https://www.wsj.com/articles/cancel-culture-targets-charity-donors-nonprofit-causes-free-association-censorship-unmasking-fidelity-philanthropy-privacy-first-amendment-11642524384
https://www.wsj.com/articles/cancel-culture-targets-charity-donors-nonprofit-causes-free-association-censorship-unmasking-fidelity-philanthropy-privacy-first-amendment-11642524384
https://townhall.com/columnists/jeremytedesco/2024/02/14/americas-largest-corporations-are-contributing-to-our-censorship-problem-n2635184
https://townhall.com/columnists/jeremytedesco/2024/02/14/americas-largest-corporations-are-contributing-to-our-censorship-problem-n2635184
https://townhall.com/columnists/jeremytedesco/2024/02/14/americas-largest-corporations-are-contributing-to-our-censorship-problem-n2635184
https://lawliberty.org/the-moral-duties-of-business/#:~:text=Businesses%20must%20recognize%20their%20moral,conversation%20surrounding%20this%20timely%20issue.
https://lawliberty.org/the-moral-duties-of-business/#:~:text=Businesses%20must%20recognize%20their%20moral,conversation%20surrounding%20this%20timely%20issue.
https://thehill.com/opinion/4538614-big-brother-big-banks-censorship-collusion-should-concern-every-american/#:~:text=This%20is%20an%20issue%20that,over%20our%20First%20Amendment%20freedoms.
https://thehill.com/opinion/4538614-big-brother-big-banks-censorship-collusion-should-concern-every-american/#:~:text=This%20is%20an%20issue%20that,over%20our%20First%20Amendment%20freedoms.
https://thehill.com/opinion/4538614-big-brother-big-banks-censorship-collusion-should-concern-every-american/#:~:text=This%20is%20an%20issue%20that,over%20our%20First%20Amendment%20freedoms.
https://thehill.com/opinion/4538614-big-brother-big-banks-censorship-collusion-should-concern-every-american/#:~:text=This%20is%20an%20issue%20that,over%20our%20First%20Amendment%20freedoms.
https://thehill.com/opinion/4538614-big-brother-big-banks-censorship-collusion-should-concern-every-american/#:~:text=This%20is%20an%20issue%20that,over%20our%20First%20Amendment%20freedoms.
https://www.newsweek.com/stop-troubling-trend-politically-motivated-debanking-opinion-1787639
https://www.newsweek.com/stop-troubling-trend-politically-motivated-debanking-opinion-1787639
https://www.newsweek.com/stop-troubling-trend-politically-motivated-debanking-opinion-1787639
https://www.dailywire.com/news/snls-trump-de-banking-gaff-accidentally-elevates-hot-button-issue
https://www.dailywire.com/news/snls-trump-de-banking-gaff-accidentally-elevates-hot-button-issue
https://www.dailywire.com/news/snls-trump-de-banking-gaff-accidentally-elevates-hot-button-issue
https://www.foxnews.com/video/6348387569112

